AMBROSE

SEMINARY

CS 645

Urban Spirituality:
From the Garden to the City

Number of credits: 3

Prerequisite:

None

Course Description:

“Our hospitality both reflects and participates
in God’s hospitality.”
- C.Pohl

Our Christian spirituality is a journey that began the Garden of
Eden, where we were invited into a vocation as servant leaders.
The Christian narrative outside of the Garden reflects a long
history of broken relationships with God, each other and the
land. Cities are known as places of fear, oppression and isolation,
and Christian spirituality often attends to our longing to return
“home, to the Garden.” Yet the biblical narrative points to the
city as the place of redemption for God’s people, a place of grace
where communion with God heals the broken people and places.
The call is not a return to the Garden, but rather nurturing a
garden spirituality as we seek to engage the issues of the city.

In this course we will come to understand issues of the city and
its dwellers: the context of the city. The course specifically
attends to the notion of hospitality as core to our Christian
identity and to our calling to participate with God in the
redemption of the city. Through literature, film, and writings
emerging from urban communities, we will explore what it
means to live fully and generously in urban societies of busyness
and consumer-driven individualism, where the poor and
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marginalized wonder where their hope comes from. By the end
of this course students will have developed an urban spirituality
reflective of the call for restoration of the city and God’s people.

Students will engage small group discussions and activities in class, so that course learning might be personally
applied.

Further Course Information:

Students are responsible to check their Ambrose e-mail accounts regularly. E-mails may be used to notify students of
cancelled classes or other important details relating to the course.

Expected Learning Outcomes:

It is the aim of the course that students acquire the following skills:

1. Understand key spiritual themes associated with “The Garden” and “The City” in the biblical narrative

2. Understand key issues relevant to contemporary life in the city, given the vocation given to Christians by God
to care for the vulnerable in society

3. Be able to articulate the scope of hospitality, both from time of the early church to now and across Christian
traditions, and be able to demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of the literature pertaining to Christian
hospitality

4. Be able describe their personal theology of hospitality

5. Appreciate the need for Christians today reflect a “garden spirituality” of hospitality in engaging
contemporary urban issues via personal spiritual practices and transformative social actions

6. Come to know the contributions of individuals in the Christian tradition, or “urban gardeners” whose
response to urban issues is worthy of emulation

Requirements:
CS 645
Reading 1,000 pages from required texts and course pack/handouts
200 pages pertaining to urban communities (historical or contemporary/new monasticism):
student’s choice to be approved by instructor
TOTAL: 1,200 pages
Assignments 7000 words (28 pages)




1. Critical Reflection Essay (15% of final grade); Due February 11, 2015

A 1,500 word (6 page) critical reflection paper on Jaques Ellul, The Meaning of the City (course text for seminary

students). The paper will specifically focus on a discussion of:
a) The relationship between the title and thesis of the book;

b) A discussion of the development of the thesis of the book, including assessment of the
strengths/weaknesses of Ellul’s thesis (give specific evidence to support your points

c) An assessment of the overall value of the book; which aspects of the book especially captured your
interest and why?

2. Communities of Hospitality (20% of final grade: 10% paper, 10% presentation); Papers Due March 4™ 2015
and Draft Outline of Presentations; Due February 25“‘, 2015

Students are to research the life and spirituality of an individual (or community) in the Christian tradition who has
attended to life in the City and its social concerns transformatively, with authenticity and in a manner which
embodies the character of the Triune God in concern for the brokenness of the world, and in their posture of
humility, hospitality, servanthood and courage.

A list of individuals and communities of hospitality for students to choose from will be made available. Student
proposals are welcomed.

Specifics: Evaluate a contemporary community or key figure of an urban initiative which practices hospitality in a way
which demonstrates social transformation. This is a combination individual/group project, and includes an individual
written paper and a group oral presentation. Presenters will share their grade for the oral portion of the project, and
will receive an individual grade for the written portion.

Note, the group presentations will begin March11 and continue for three weeks to March 25. Drafts are due March
4™, See policy section of syllabus for explanation of deductions for late submission of drafts and papers.

Length of presentation: 20 minutes; length of individual paper: 4 pages (1000 words)

3. Photo Album of Our Urban Family (10% of final grade); Due April 1%, 2015

Students will pictorially (creatively) depict the historical timeline of Christianity’s response to the Holy Spirit’s love of,
and concern for, the needs of, the city. Key individuals and organizations from across various Christian traditions,
whose prophetic initiatives were transformative for urban centres should be indicated. The photo album should be
“labeled” with the students’ brief reflections pertaining to urban issues attended to and the specificity of spirituality
underlying the social transformation.

Length: 2 pages, 500words



4. A Vision For The City (25% of final grade); Due April 8", 2015

Students are to submit a paper which engages the notion of urban spirituality with an applied focus; that is, the
paper should:

a) focus on a particular issue (aboriginal, children, addictions, new immigrants, disabilities, politics, etc.)

b) express the student’s personal response to this contemporary urban issue, as emerging from the practical
spirituality attended to in Dikau and/or Jacobse, Pohl, Wagamese (i.e. engaging the importance of attending to an
issue issues practically, with our practices informed from a spiritual perspective.) For example, a paper might attend
to an urban issue through the lens of “the power of recognition” as being critical for the marginalized in our cities,
with the spiritual practice of “seeing” as a posture that can be nurtured spiritually. A different paper might attend to
an urban issue through the lens of reconciliation as a practical necessity nurtured through spiritual discipline and
attention. This “contemplative section” should be articulated in the first-person, in expressing how the student seeks
to understand how she/he encounters God in our grief, longing, protest, love, and attends to spiritual postures and
spiritual practices emerging from attentiveness to the reality of life in the city.

c) articulate the student’s personal vision for the restoration of the Christian tradition of hospitality and the
redemption of the city. This section should reflect a balanced spiritual understanding of the interplay between
contemplation and action. Specific components of hospitality and the student’s own vision should be described. In
this final section, it will be apparent to the instructor that the student understands the key spiritual themes
associated with “The Garden” and “The City” as he/she describes their personal vision for a lived theology of
hospitality.

Preparation should involve reading beyond the syllabus itself; the paper needs to reflect a minimum of 3 references

from the Selected Bibliography in this syllabus (or relevant readings as approved by Instructor), beyond the Required
Textbook listing in this syllabus. A strong engagement of the Required Reading texts will be evident as the grounding
structure for this paper. The instructor is available to help students formulate topics.

Length: 8 pages, 2000 words

5. Urban Gardener’s Journals/ Personal Engagement of Concepts Studied (20% of final grade); Due April 8"
2015

Students are invited to begin seeing themselves as 21* urban gardeners, reflecting on the experience of integrating
spiritual practices which nourish life-giving relationships, with their understanding of what it means to live a garden
spirituality in an urban context (i.e. attending to urban issues of poverty, etc. as attended to thematically in the
syllabus and weekly readings.) Students are encouraged to think of this assignment as an informal personal response
paper discussing and raising questions about the week’s theme and spiritual practices relevant to the theme. (For
example, depending on the week’s themes, a student might look at how practicing fasting, confession, sacred and
beautified spaces, silence or community meals are relevant to engaging the brokenness of city- life in a posture of
humility, hope and hospitality.)

Students will submit their reflections on the readings, lectures and class discussions in the form of a journal. The
journal entries may take a variety of forms, and should creatively engage the spiritual themes in the context of urban
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social issues, articulating questions and concerns along with a sharing of the students’ own experiences which find
resonance in the readings and discussions.

Grade assessed on evidence of a) thoughtful reflection and critical thinking, b) evidence of personal exploration of
ways that spiritual practices are core to attending to urban issues, and c) effort in articulating reflections and insights.
Please date reflections for the weeks they correspond with, in terms of class topic and readings addressed.

Length: Eight journal entries (student’s choice of which weeks) should each be 250 words in length and, and
expressed creatively.

6. Participation & Reading (10% of final grade):

Students will be expected to have completed the readings before each class. Starting the second week (January 21)
students should be prepared to co-lead discussion which explores the week’s themes and readings. To support this
dynamic, students should plan to arrive for class prepared with at least two thoughtful questions or insights based on
the assigned readings and corresponding prompts. Students are to submit a copy of these questions or one-sentence
reflections to the instructor at the start of class. These student questions and reflections may be used during the
class, and students should be prepared to engage the class and co-lead discussion with the instructor, when theirs is
chosen.

For any reason, students may miss turning in three sets of these questions or once-sentence reflections without
penalty throughout the semester (student’ choice.) During Book Club weeks, the instructor will provide prompts to
support student reading of the novel Ragged Company which may be used by students as the basis for their own
engagement; submission of questions is mandatory for these class.

Apart from the lecture that falls during Winter Break, attendance at all lectures is expected. No more than two
classes may be missed in order to ensure a passing grade in this course.

Participation grade will be assessed on submission of questions, attendance and engagement of class discussions as
well as in-class reflective journaling in response to movies and guest speakers, and as we explore relevant spiritual
practices.

Submission of Assignments:

Assignments are to be submitted as a paper copy at the start of the class on the due date. No emailed copies.Retain
for yourself a copy (software or hard copy) of each paper.

All papers need to be double-spaced, 12 point font, Times New Roman. Number each page. Put your name in the top
right corner of the first page; no need for a title page. Minimum standards of writing will be observed in all type-
written essay assignments, i.e. papers must be free of spelling and grammatical errors, and references properly cited.

Extensions are highly unusual occurrences contingent upon equally highly unusual circumstances (being too busy
does not count! Factors such as assignments for other courses, computer software difficulties, or computer printer
malfunctions are not sufficient grounds for requesting an extension. ). Extensions for assignments will be considered




only in cases such as a death in the family, the hospitalization of yourself or a member of your immediate family, or a
prolonged illness for which you required treatment by a physician. All requests for extensions must be received in
writing at least seven days prior to the due date. If an extension has been granted it is your responsibility when
submitting the paper to attach a note indicating the date to which the extension was granted and the date on which
the paper is actually submitted.

A deduction of a full letter grade (A to B, B to C) will be made for each day past due date, including week-end days
(including drafts of papers for assignments requiring submission of drafts.)

Attendance:

Attendance and being prepared for class, having done the readings for the week, is required to do well in this course.
No more than two classes may be missed in order to ensure a passing grade in this course. Lectures will not always
cover all the text material, and readings from the text provide the context for the lecture and class discussions.



Evaluation:

Assignments will be graded on: Accuracy, clarity, depth, original thought/creativity (as per above descriptions) and
quality of writing

1. “The Meaning of the City” - Critical Reflection Essay 15%
2. Communities of Hospitality Paper 10%
3. Communities of Hospitality Presentation 10%
4, Photo Album of our Urban Family 10%
5. Vision for the City Paper 25%
6. Urban Gardeners’ Journals 20%
7. Participation and Readings 10%

Grade Summary:
The available letters for course grades are as follows:

Letter Grade Description
A+ 96-100
A Excellent 91-95
A- 86-90
B+ 82-85
B Good 75-81
B- 72-74
C+ 68-71
C Satisfactory 63-67
C- 60-62
D+ 56-59
D Minimal Pass 50-55
F Failure <50
Textbooks:

Dickau, Timothy Reid. Plunging into the Kingdom way : practicing the shared strokes
Of community, hospitality, justice, and confession. Eugene, Oregon: Cascade Books, 2011.

Ellul, Jaques. The Meaning of the City. Eugene, Oregon: Wipf & Stock, 2011.

Jacobse, Eric, O., Sidewalks in the Kingdom: New Urbanism and the Christian Faith. Grand Rapids, MI: Brazos Press,
2003.

Pohl, Christine, D., Making Room: Recovering Hospitality as a Christian Tradition. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdman's
Publishing, 1999.

Wagamese, Richard. Ragged Company. Anchor Canada Edition, 2009.

Course Pac handouts




Policies:

All students have received an Ambrose e-mail account upon registration. It is the student’s responsibility to check this account
regularly as the Ambrose email system will be the professor’s instrument for notifying students of important matters (Cancelled
class sessions, extensions, requested appointments, etc.) between class sessions. If students do not wish to use their Ambrose
accounts, it is highly recommended that they forward all messages from the Ambrose account to the other account.

During the Registration Revision Period students may to enter a course without permission, change the designation of any class
from credit to audit and /or voluntary withdraw from a course without financial or academic penalty. These courses will not
appear on the student’s transcript. Courses should be added or dropped on the student portal by the deadline date, please
consult the List of Important Dates. After that date, the original status remains and the student is responsible for related fees.

Students intending to withdraw from a course after the Registration Revision Period must apply to the Office of the Registrar by
submitting a Request to Withdraw from a Course by the Withdrawal Deadline, please consult the List of Important Dates.
Withdrawal from courses after the Registration Revision period will not be eligible for tuition refund. A grade of “W” will appear
on the student’s transcript.

Students wishing to withdraw from a course, but who fail to do so by the applicable date, will receive the grade earned in
accordance with the course syllabus. A student obliged to withdraw from a course after the Withdrawal Deadline because of
health or other reasons may apply to the Registrar for special consideration.

Electronic Etiquette

Students are expected to treat their instructor, guest speakers, and fellow students with respect. It is disruptive to the learning
goals of a course or seminar and disrespectful to fellow students and the instructor to engage in electronically-enabled activities
unrelated to the class during a class session. Please turn off all cell phones and other electronic devices during class. Laptops
should be used for class-related purposes only. Please do not use iPods, MP3 players, or headphones. Do not text, read, or send
personal emails, go on Facebook or other social networks, search the internet, or play computer games during class. The
professor has the right to disallow the student to use a laptop in future lectures and/or to ask a student to withdraw from the
session if s/he does not comply with this policy. Repeat offenders will be directed to the Dean. If you are expecting
communication due to an emergency, please speak with the professor before the class begins.

Academic Policies

It is the responsibility of all students to become familiar with and adhere to academic policies as stated in the Academic Calendar.
Personal information, that is information about an individual that may be used to identify that individual, may be collected as a
requirement as part of taking this class. Any information collected will only be used and disclosed for the purpose for which the
collection was intended. For further information contact the Privacy Compliance Officer at privacy@ambrose.edu.

Extensions

Although extensions to coursework in the semester are at the discretion of the instructor, students may not turn in coursework
for evaluation after the last day of the scheduled final examination period unless they have received permission for a “Course
Extension” from the Registrar’s Office. Requests for course extensions or alternative examination time must be submitted to the
Registrar’s Office by the deadline date, please consult the List of Important Dates. Course extensions are only granted for serious
issues that arise “due to circumstances beyond the student’s control”.

Appeal of Grade

An appeal for change of grade on any course work must be made to the course instructor within one week of receiving notification
of the grade. An appeal for change of final grade must be submitted to the Office of the Registrar in writing within 30 days of
receiving notification of the final grade, providing the basis for appeal. A review fee of $50.00 must accompany the appeal to
review final grades. If the appeal is sustained, the fee will be refunded.
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Academic Integrity

We are committed to fostering personal integrity and will not overlook breaches of integrity such as plagiarism and cheating.
Academic dishonesty is taken seriously at Ambrose University College as it undermines our academic standards and affects the
integrity of each member of our learning community. Any attempt to obtain credit for academic work through fraudulent,
deceptive, or dishonest means is academic dishonesty. Plagiarism involves presenting someone else’s ideas, words, or work as
one’s own. Plagiarism is fraud and theft, but plagiarism can also occur by accident when a student fails or forgets to give credit to
another person’s ideas or words. Plagiarism and cheating can result in a failing grade for an assignment, for the course, or
immediate dismissal from the university college. Students are expected to be familiar with the policies in the current Academic
Calendar that deal with plagiarism, cheating, and the penalties and procedures for dealing with these matters. All cases of
academic dishonesty are reported to the Academic Dean and become part of the student’s permanent record.

Students are strongly advised to retain this syllabus for their records.

Schedule of Topics:

* Students are advised that instructor may make changes (with notice) to readings and schedules to accommodate
guest speakers.

CP indicates a reading that is part of the course-pack/handouts.

Topic Discussion Focus Reading/Assignments
Week 1:
January 7
Introduction to Developing a “Garden Spirituality”
Course Themes &
Approaches
Week 2:
January 14
The City A prophetic engagement of the Jacobse pp. 9-10 (Eugene Peterson
origins of the city Foreword)
Naming contemporary issues of the | Jacobse Chapters 1-4 pp. 19-73
city
Week 3:
January 21
The Christian “Urban Gardeners” in the Christian | Pohl, pp. 3-35
Tradition of story we are wise to emulate
- Rowan A. Greer, “Hospitality in the First
Hospitality
Five Centuries of the Church” pp. 29-48




Week 4:

January 28
Understanding the Coming to terms with obstacles to | Pohl, pp. 36-58
Elements of embodying a healing presence
s Chittuster, “Wisdom Distilled From the
Hospitality
1% Book Club: Ragged Company Daily” pp. 121-132 (CP)
Wagamese, pp. 1-60
Week 5:
February 4
Our The meaning of “place” - Dikau, pp. 9-18, 27-41, 77-99
Neighbourhoods: community & transformation
Hosts & Guests Pohl, pp. 61-84, 85-103
Mutuality & giving up our “rights’
in our neighbourhoods
Apathy, blame & indifference:
tending to the need for
“recognition”
“Eucharistic living”
Movie: Entertaining Angels (110
min)
Week 6:
February
11

Who are the
Vulnerable in our
City?

Disabilities & Seniors

Vulnerability of hosts: the wisdom
of monastic communities in
choosing renunciation

The power of servanthood

The loss of traditional Christian
hospitality

2" Book Club: Ragged Company

Pohl pp. 104-124
Nouwen, “Reaching Out” pp. 64-77 (CP)
Wagamese, pp. 61-126

Assignment Due: Critical Reflection
Paper The Meaning of the City
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Week 7:

February
18
WINTER SEMESTER
BREAK
No classes this week
Week 8:
February
25
Who are the Poor, The stories of strangers: teens, the | R. Coles re Dorothy Day pp. 111-135
the Strangers in Our | addicted, the sexually exploited, (CP)
City? those in prison
Jacobse, pp. 138-152
Parameters of hospitality Dikau, pp. 65-top of 67
Boundaries and ego in offering Pohl, pp. 127-149
hospitality
Wagamese, pp. 126-181
Vulnerable hospitality
Assignment Due: Communities of
Hospitality Draft Outline of Class
3" Book Club: Ragged Company Presentation
Week 9:
March 4

Food

Movie: Babette’s Feast (1 hour 42
min)

4™ Book Club: A Small Good Thing
Agape meals

Cultivating a spirit of hospitality;
spiritual practices of gratitude,
story-telling, personal renewal, &
the dignity of small efforts in a big
story

Pohl, pp.170-187
R. Carver, “A Small Good Thing”
Handout (TBA) re: Agape Meal

Assignment Due: Communities of
Hospitality Paper
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Week 10:

March 11
Urban Gardens Guest Speaker Covin Juengst, “Like a Garden” pp. 33-
45 (CP)
Class Presentation: Communities of
Hospitality Jacobse, pp. 77-85
5™ Book Club: Ragged Company Wagamese, pp. 185-243
Week 11:
March 18
Communities in Guest Speaker Pohl. pp. 188-195
Crisis: Incarnational
R Dikau pp. 129-136
esponses . .
Class Presentations: Communities
of Hospitality Wagamese, pp. 243-269
6" Book Club: Ragged Company
Week 12:
March 25
Politics in the City Guest Speaker Jim Wallis, “On God's Side: What
Religion Forgets and Politics Hasn't
. . Learned about Serving the Common
Class Presentations: Communities ”
o Good” (Handout TBA)
of Hospitality
Jacobse pp. 153-166
Pohl pp. 150-169
Week 13:
April 1

Rhythms of
confession &
repentance

Reconciliation

The Triune God and the Christian
Life: self-giving

From exclusion to healing, and
attending to our fears

Movie: Spitfire Grill (117 min)

Dikau, pp. 100-118
Jones, pp. 101-134

Vanier, “Becoming Human” pp.69-103
(CP)

Assignment Due: Photo Album of Our
Urban Family
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Week 14:
April 8

A Vision for the City

Prophetic imaging and naming (for
our urban homes, cities &
countries)

The value of beauty

Jacobse, pp. 99-115

Richard Luecke, “The Peace of the City.”

Weavings Vol. Xlll number 6 (CP)

Wendy Wright, “A Garden’s Invitation”

Weavings Vol. XVI, number 1 (CP)
Assignments Due:
- Urban Gardener’s Journals

- AVision for the City(major
project)
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